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Chinese Characters in the history and nowadays
KE LANXUAN

As a kind of logograms used by about 1.5 billion people around the world, Chinese
Characters has a long history. Go through the history for about 4000 years, it has been
deeply developed by its plentiful users.

Just like Egyptian hieroglyphs, Chinese characters also have a stage that people create
these writing things from the paint of shapes of real world objects. This is also called
“Pictograms”. This stage is the beginning of Chinese characters. According to archaeological
discoveries , the earliest Chinese characters people ever found, called “Oracle bone
inscriptions” were written in the Shang dynasty, more than 3000 years ago. Just as its name,
these scripts were written on animals’ bones. Shang dynasty’s rulers were extremely
superstitious, they held plenty of rituals to communicate with gods and ghosts, or their
ancestors. Oracle bone inscriptions were mainly used for divination. Each of the script
contains an independent meaning. From my point of view, in Chinese character’s“youth
time”, people tend to simply create a new script to describe an object. As the developing of
the language, more and more scripts were created. When keep creating new scripts will
make the language too complex for there are too many scripts to memorize, the users of the
scripts began to create “words” (consist of two or more scripts)instead of new scripts. This
phenomenon appeared in Qin Dynasty.

Except creating scripts from the shape of the real object, there also two different methods
ancient Chinese people used to create new scripts. One is called “pictophonetic characters”.
This kind of scripts were usually consist of two parts. One part shows the meaning, or
related to the meaning. Another part shows the pronunciation. For example, the Chinese
character “J8]” which means “river”, is combined with two parts. The left part “ 7 " is a variant
of the Chinese character “7K”, which means water. The right part is “B]”, which shows the
pronunciation. Another method is to create ideograms. This is to combine two or more parts
together to create a new script, and the new script's meaning is from the parts it includes.
For example, the script “F%" which means “forest”. It is consist of three “AK”, which means
“tree”. Plenty of trees growing together, that can be called as “forest”. The three methods of
Chinese character’s creation bring benefits. When a Chinese character user meet a script
which he has never seen before, he can still identify the meaning and pronunciation of the
script. Although as the developing and changing of Chinese characters, it's difficult to identify
some scripts, but it’s still working at other times. And since each script has its own meaning,
the words consist of scripts could also be recognized through combining meanings of each
character.

After the initial stages, Chinese characters underwent significant development during the Qin
Dynasty. To consolidate his rule, Emperor Qin Shi Huang ordered the unification of the script.
Prior to this, the seven states of the Warring States Period each used different writing
systems. After unifying the six kingdoms, the emperor not only integrated their territories but
also took measures to standardize culture. The new script was called “Zhuan” or “seal
script.” lts strokes were characterized by uniform thickness and a rigorous structure. Unlike
later styles of Chinese characters, which featured varying stroke thickness and forms, seal
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script emphasized the aesthetic appeal of evenly thick lines arranged in a balanced and
interwoven manner.

After the Qin Dynasty, a script called clerical script (R+5) emerged during the Han Dynasty.
Clerical script simplified the complex strokes of Qin’s seal script (5¢+}), removing many
intricate and decorative lines. This made the characters more concise and easier to
understand. The changes in clerical script allowed for simpler and more convenient writing
compared to seal script, significantly improving writing speed and efficiency. At the time,
lower-level officials commonly used this script as it was better suited for daily use.

The transition from seal script to clerical script enabled more people to learn and write
Chinese characters, facilitating their spread. The government’s widespread use of clerical
script for drafting administrative documents and disseminating them also contributed to the
promotion of Chinese characters across broader regions.

Atfter simplifying seal script, clerical script developed its own artistic expressiveness. It
employed more varied and dynamic strokes, with differing thicknesses, to convey a sense of
flowing beauty, striving for a natural, almost water-like fluidity. This marked the beginning of a
shift in Chinese writing from mere practicality to artistic expression.

Additionally, the character shapes in clerical script closely resemble the forms of modern
Chinese characters, highlighting its transitional role in the evolution of Chinese writing. As a
crucial bridge between seal script and regular script (kaishu, #43), clerical script established
the square structure and standardized strokes later regarded as the “soul of Chinese
characters.”

After the Han Dynasty, China entered the period of the Wei, Jin, and Southern and Northern
Dynasties. During this time, nomadic tribes from the north moved southward, leading to
regions where different ethnic groups lived together, fostering cultural and customary
exchanges. One distinctive feature of this era was the emergence of a script known as Wei

Bei (Z5#).

In the history of Chinese characters, Wei Bei occupies a transitional position between clerical
script (R+5) and regular script (#$). It retained some characteristics of clerical script while
further developing toward a more square and upright style. This script was often used for
inscriptions on stone monuments commemorating great figures, giving it a solemn and
powerful aesthetic.

Because Wei Bei was typically carved into stone, its style also reflected a rugged,
unrestrained quality. At the same time, it combined the bold and rough spirit of the northern
regions with the delicate and refined elegance of the south, embodying the cultural exchange
and integration of this period.

Due to its use of durable stone as a medium, many examples of Wei Bei have been well
preserved to this day, providing valuable material for studying the development of Chinese
characters. Even today, many calligraphers draw inspiration from Wei Bei in theircreative
works.
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After this period, the Tang dynasty, Chinese character developed to a brand new stage. As
China reached one of its historical peak. There has been tremendous development in both
the economic and cultural fields. The popular style of calligraphy in this stage is regular
script, or Kaishu(#43) in another word. Regular script was deeply impacted by Weibei. This
could be found through observation or compare these two writing style. Kaishu remain the
sense of potency of Weibei, but also has its own characteristic.

To sum up, through a long history, Chinese characters never stop its development. Based on
the writing tools and the objects to write on, the style of scripts kept changing. And also, as
the society is developing, aesthetic standards keep changing. The aspire to beauty pushed
the development of Chinese characters to change at the same time. This means that
Chinese characters kept developing to follow the society, from Shang dynasty to Tang
dynasty, from inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells to regular script.

There always be an argument, that some people consider Chinese character has already
been obsolete in modern days. This is not a new theory. at the late time of Qing dynasty and
Republic of China. The advanced technologies shocked the traditional Chinese society with
new weapons, steam boats. Goods are not the only thing that brought to China. More and
more Chinese people considered that except technology, there must be something else
which make the western countries powerful. The government found by Sunzhongshan took
the place of Qing, the last dynasty of China.

In addition to abolishing the feudal customs left by the Qing Dynasty, the Republican
government also adopted a proactive attitude toward the culture of the Western world.
Historically, the Chinese people, who had always taken pride in their status as a “Celestial
Empire,” began to question their traditional culture after being thrust into the era of the
Industrial Revolution by Western powers. At that time, the country had a large illiterate
population, and some scholars proposed that in order to eliminate illiteracy quickly, the
complex Chinese characters should be abandoned in favor of using Latinized letters. This
marked a significant setback for the historical development of Chinese characters in modern
times.

With the advancement of technology, many governments worldwide adopted typewriters, but
China, with its character-based language, struggled to find a suitable machine. For
alphabetic languages, a typewriter only needed to arrange a few dozen letters, whereas
Chinese required two to three thousand commonly used characters. Although some
individuals attempted to design various structures for Chinese typewriters, most were overly
complex, difficult to operate, and inefficient. It can be said that the Chinese writing system
faced enormous challenges in the wake of the Industrial Revolution.

Apart from China, several other countries in East Asia have historically been deeply
influenced by Chinese culture and have used Chinese characters. Japan, Korea, and
Vietnam all utilized Chinese characters at some point in their histories. However, for various
reasons and purposes, both Vietnam and Korea eventually abandoned the daily use of
Chinese characters, opting instead to use phonetic symbols for recording and writing.

However, Chinese characters were preserved in their place of origin, China. To promote
literacy more effectively, the new government of the People’'s Republic of China continued
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and expanded upon the simplified character policies that had already emerged during the
Republican era. Throughout history, many Chinese characters often had multiple variants,
known as their “variant forms.” An important aspect of the simplification process was to
identify these variant forms and select the ones with simpler strokes to serve as the new
standardized forms. Simplified characters ultimately achieved widespread success and
became the standard script still used in mainland China today.

Entering the internet era, typing Chinese characters on computers became another
significant challenge. However, with the invention of various input methods, including the
widely used “Pinyin Input Method,” Chinese characters can now be used seamiessly on
computers.

The development of Chinese characters has spanned thousands of years, and they are still
used by over a billion people worldwide today. The large population and frequent usage
ensure that Chinese characters retain their vitality at all times. Moreover, when expressing
the same article in several widely used languages today, the Chinese version is always more
concise. This is because Chinese characters carry a higher information density, allowing for
profound meanings to be conveyed succinctly. This characteristic also provides room for the
pursuit of linguistic beauty in Chinese literature.

Therefore, | believe that from both historical and modern perspectives, Chinese characters
will neither decline nor disappear. They will continue to exist in the future, accompanying the
people of this land through new eras.
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The Comparative Study of Bilingual Education models of Japan and China
ZHOU CHUYAN

Bilingual education has become an increasingly important topic in the context of globalization,
and as important countries in Asia, Japan and China have each developed different models
of bilingual education within their unigue historical, cultural and social contexts.

Bilingual Education in Japan

In Japan, bilingual education is basically a study of a second language in English. It has
been considered a priority of Japanese education because it is seen as a significant
language for international communication and economic development. English is a
compulsory subject from elementary school to high school in Japan. However,
Japanese students have been criticized for not being capable of speaking good
English for many years.

This problem is rooted in the Japanese language and the traditional way of teaching.
Japan has a writing system that employs kana (hiragana and katakana) and kaniji,
which is very different from English phonetics. Therefore, students cannot easily grasp
the pronunciation and intonation of English. Additionally, English education in Japan has
been focused on grammar, vocabulary, and reading comprehension, which were mainly
to prepare students for entrance exams, without focusing on practical speaking skills.

For example, most classrooms require students to memorize words and sentence
patterns but offer little opportunity for authentic English communication. The approach of
exam-oriented teaching has resulted in the “mute English” phenomenon, where most of
the students are able to read and write in English but not communicate in everyday life.

Recently, international schools and English immersion programs have come up,
providing students with opportunities to use the language in more authentic settings.
These programs, however, are highly concentrated in big cities such as Tokyo and
Osaka, thus not reaching many students from rural areas.

The Development of Bilingual Education in China

China’s bilingual education is broader in scope compared to Japan. Apart from English
education, China places great emphasis on the preservation and development of
minority languages because it is a multiethnic country where minority languages play a
critical role in cultural heritage.

In China, English is a compulsory course from the third year of primary school. In
addition, there are plenty of English educational resources, especially in big cities. Most
schools have internationalized textbooks and greatly value listening and speaking.
Students quite often practice speaking through group activities, which may be in the
form of an English corner or a speech contest. Furthermore, with more students taking
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part in international English exams such as IELTS and TOEFL, the emphasis on
practical communicative ability has been enhanced further.

However, English education resources mirror the urban-rural gap seenin Japan, and
remote ethnic minority areas suffer from a lack of competent teachers and inadequate
facilities, culminating in students with significantly lower competency in English. Another
aspect, bilingual education also includes both Mandarin and minority languages in
these regions. Consequently, in some regions, the higher priority given to Mandarin has
led to lesser use of minority languages; students’ proficiency in their native language
and their cultural identity may be threatened. In some regions such as Xinjiang and
Tibet, schools are increasingly providing more emphasis on instruction in Mandarin
rather than minority languages.

Similarities

Although the Japanese and Chinese approaches to bilingual education have various
differences, there is much similarity between them too. First, both countries regard
English education as a vital tool for internationalization and hence place it at the heart of
the school curriculum. Second, there is a gap between urban and rural areas in the
quality of English education in both countries. The rural areas of Japan have fewer
opportunities than cities to engage with native speakers or to attend an international
school, while remote areas of China are devoid of quality English education.

Besides, balancing language learning against the retention of culture is an issue both
countries share. Whereas Japan is moving ahead, forcing English education above all
else, almost no policies in other foreign or local languages protect, such as Ryukyuan or
Ainu, making cultural diversity at a minimum. Though some policies do provide support
for minority languages in China, the predominating role of Mandarin in education
gradually shrinks their space.

Differences

Despite a lot of similarities in bilingual education in both Japan and China, there are still
many significant differences.

First, the development of speaking skill is closer to practical use in China. While
studying grammar, vocabulary, and reading, students in Chinese classes are
immediately encouraged to converse with each other and make presentations. Schools
in many places ask students to develop activities like English corners and speech
competitions to promote speaking practice. Grammar and vocabulary are mainly
emphasized in Japanese classrooms, but the chances of real communication are
scarce. Japanese students’ learning of English is driven by exams, with teachers more
concerned with written expression and preparation for exams than oral skills. In order to
improve, Japanese students need to practice more grammar and work at correcting
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pronunciation. The teachers should place more emphasis on speaking practice and
communication rather than just exam preparation.

While in China, it encompasses a wider range of languages, including Mandarin,
minority languages, and English in bilingual education. In ethnic minority areas, students
have to study both Mandarin and their local languages—for example, Tibetan or
Uighur—with the purpose of helping to preserve cultural diversity. However, in most
areas, more emphasis is being given to Mandarin and the usage of minority languages
is minimized hence undermining proficiency in students’ own native language. In
contrast, Japan’s bilingual education focuses largely on Japanese and English because
Japanis a relatively homogeneous society, there is less need to protect multiple
languages.

Challenges and Opportunities

Although both Japan and China have setbacks in terms of bilingual education, Japan
has to overcome the weaknesses of its test-oriented educational system, which strongly
limits the opportunities for enhancement of speaking skills. Increase English immersion
opportunities—increase exchange programmes or employ multimedia tools in
teaching—and the Japanese students might get a chance to improve their speaking
skills as well.

The main challenge for China is the elimination of the gap in urban and rural education.
Most of the rural areas seriously lack qualified teachers and resources, which negatively
affects the quality of English education. Besides, the balance between Mandarin and
minority language teaching is quite sensitive. In some minority regions, students focus
more on mastering Mandarin and English; as a result, their proficiency in their native
languages may decline. This might be addressed by China through better teacher
training, more resources, and integrating cultural preservation with language education.

Meanwhile, both Japan and China have great opportunities to improve the current
situation of bilingual education. Supported by an unprecedented development of
technology, the online education platforms and Al language learning tools can make
language learning in favor of even a relatively remote area. Moreover, some
Japanese-Chinese exchange programs can also help promote improvement in
teaching in both countries.

Conclusion

The bilingual education systems in Japan and China reflect their unique cultural,
historical, and social contexts. Japan primarily uses English as a tool for
internationalization, while China promotes English education alongside efforts to
preserve minority languages.

With the rapidly developing globalization, bilingual education will continue to be one of
the most salient areas in educational reform within both countries. By addressing these
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challenges and leveraging technology and international cooperation, Japan and China
can enhance their bilingual education systems. This not only better equips students to
avail themselves of global opportunities but also helps to preserve their respective
cultural and linguistic heritages.
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A balanced reflection on China's strength: Examining the
military, social, and economic conctradictions from within

Composed by: Mingzhi Tang

INTRODUCTION

This academic paper shall discuss the most non-neglectable power, People’s Republic of
China. Within several aspects throughout history and contemporary events, and what could
we learn from the history. Since our history book is the best encyclopedia, intelligent and long
enough for us to deal with the most difficulties or the barriers we might encounter.

After the history reading, we could know there once were four magnificent ancient cultures,
including Ancient Egyptian Culture, Ancient Chinese Culture, Ancient Mesopotamian Culture,
and the Ancient India Culture. Nonetheless, none of them exist continuously but Ancient
Chinese Culture.

However, China, as an ancient power, could even be described as a culture that
camouflaged in a country; that never ceased to exist in the past 40 centuries, from the
new-paleolithic era towards the 21th century.

China's meteoric rise to global prominence has redefined the balance of power in the 21st
century. As the world's second-largest economy and a dominant military force, China wields
significant influence on the global stage. Yet, beneath this facade of strength lies a series of
contradictions—social inequality, economic vulnerabilities, and geopolitical challenges—that
raise critical questions about its sustainability as a superpower. This essay explores the
balance between China's strengths and its internal contradictions, focusing on its military,
social, and economic dimensions. By examining these aspects, it aims to provide a nuanced
perspective on China's rise and the challenges it faces from within.

But why? Why is China (The Huaxia culture) the only exception to human history? Even
during the 19th and 20th century, this country was devastated by the aggressors. But these
challenges did not overwhelm this culture, how could that be?

LETS IMMERSE TO THIS ESSAY AND FIND OUT THE REASONS, SHALL WE?

* The citation will be indicated in the end of this paper, within () filled with number

Chapter I: The RECOVERY of Military

IN 1949, the long and bitter civil war between the Chinese Communist Party and the
Chinese Nationalist Party came to an end. This moment not only marked the conclusion of
this conflict but also signaled the end of over a century of instability and turmoil for China.
After enduring decades of war, foreign intervention, and internal strife, the nation finally
welcomed a new leadership under the Chinese Communist Party, promising peace and
stability for its ancient land.
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However, due to lack of development, time, and resources of China’s local military factories
and local investment, the aftermath is relatively difficult to maintain the logistics while the
weapon could follow the single system, while the ammunition might not be supplied
efficiently. According to the memory and the records of PLA's veterans, the logistics of
ammunition during the Korean war usually depended on the seizing from the enemy, there
were roughly over 110 different kinds of rifle, with 13 different calibers. Plus, during that
period, Chinese military factories could only produce around 1000 tons of ammunition for the
frontier daily, while the total demand of the frontier was around 10000 tons on a daily basis.
(1) But fortunately, the PLA won this war or at least maintained their strategic interest
profoundly. Meanwhile, the Korean war did a splendid and prestigious declaration of this new
republic to the rest of the world—-—- Chinese people are getting rid of the disrespectful title
“Sick Man of Asia” successfully.

Objectively, this war teached PRC a great lesson of the military's importance and never
shall be neglected, the impact has so profoundly that even the repercussions are still
affecting today’'s China and her citizens.

In the 1960s and 1970s, China pursued self-reliance, establishing a robust defense industry.
The development of nuclear weapons and intercontinental ballistic missiles underscored
China's growing military ambition. However, economic constraints and political upheaval,
such as the Cultural Revolution, slowed progress. Deng Xiaoping's reforms in the 1980s
marked a pivotal shift, prioritizing economic growth while downsizing the military to focus on
quality over quantity. The introduction of the “Four Modernizations,” with defense as a key
pillar, laid the foundation for technological advancement in the PLA.

The development of aircraft carriers was a critical milestone in China's modernization. The
commissioning of its first carrier, Liaoning, in 2012 marked China’s entry into blue-water
naval operations. This was followed by the domestically built Shandong in 2019, symbolizing
the country’s capacity for independent naval innovation. These carriers enhance China’s
power projection in the Asia-Pacific and beyond, especially in strategically significant areas
like the South China Sea.

China’s strategic military policies, such as the “Active Defense” doctrine, emphasized
deterring potential threats while safeguarding territorial sovereignty. The establishment of the
Strategic Support Force in 2015 underscored China’s focus on space, cyber, and electronic
warfare. From 2010 onward, efforts to modernize the PLA accelerated, with advancements
in stealth aircraft, hypersonic missiles, and integrated command systems.

By 2020, China's military transformation reflected its ambition to protect national security
and assert its presence on the global stage, driven by clear policies and strategic
investments in innovation.

Nevertheless, in December 2024, Chengdu Aircraft Industry Group and Shenyang Aircraft
Corporation had published two new sixth generation fighters, speculated as number J-36.
China’s pursuit of 6th-generation fighter jets represents another leap forward in military
technology. These cutting-edge aircraft, featuring advanced stealth, artificial intelligence, and
drone swarm capabilities, have profound implications. For ordinary citizens, the increased
military expenditure may divert resources from public services, yet it instills national pride and
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a sense of security. For the PRC, such advancements solidify its position as a global
superpower, ensuring technological parity—or superiority—over rivals like the United States.
These fighters serve as symbols of China’s military innovation and commitment to securing
its sovereignty.

However, for foreign rivals, the rise of 6th-generation fighters heightens security concerns,
potentially sparking a new arms race and escalating regional tensions, particularly in
Asia-Pacific flashpoints. By 2020, China’s military transformation reflected its ambition to
protect national security and assert its presence on the global stage, driven by clear policies
and strategic investments in innovation.

In conclusion, the newborn republic reclaimed her strength through the revival of her military
might. Rising from the fragmented remnants of war, the People's Liberation Army
transformed into a unified force, embodying the resilience and determination of a nation
eager to protect her sovereignty. In just 70 years, China turned a struggling army into a
modernized military power, one that stands as both a shield for her people and a symbol of
her renewed strength. The echoes of an ancient legacy now resonate in the disciplined ranks
of this revitalized force, reminding the world that the republic, though young, has firmly
reclaimed her place in history.

Chapter ll: Boom without Bust on Economy

AS we all knowed, China's economy has experienced a dramatic surge during the last 40
years, followed by over 10% rates of increasing annually. Nonetheless, while the Reform and
Opening-Up of 1979 is often celebrated as
the defining moment of China’s economic transformation, the significance of the preceding
three decades cannot be overlooked. From 1949 to 1979, the newly founded People's
Republic of China grappled with monumental challenges, including economic isolation,
political upheaval, and social restructuring. Though this period is frequently labeled as one of
turmoil and chaos, it laid critical groundwork for the reforms that followed. The establishment
of state-owned industries, the focus on self-reliance, and the unification of a fragmented
economy provided a foundation for future growth. Without these early efforts, the rapid
advancements of the post-1979 era would have been far more difficult to achieve. This
chapter explores how the seeds of China's 'boom without bust' were planted during these
formative years and blossomed into an economic miracle after the pivotal reforms of 1979.

First of all, China’s resilience in countering the economic crisis shall be absolutely
considered extraordinary. Unlike some economies that always succumbed to volatility, China
successfully navigated three major economic shocks—the Asian Financial Crisis of 1999,
the Global Financial Crisis of 2008, and the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020—while maintaining
stability and momentum.

During the 1999 Asian Financial Crisis, China’s limited financial liberalization and stable
renminbi (RMB) shielded it from the currency collapses and capital outflows that destabilized
neighboring economies. The decision to maintain a fixed exchange rate demonstrated the
government’'s commitment to stability, a hallmark of its long-term economic planning.

The 2008 Global Financial Crisis tested China’s dependence on exports, as global demand
plummeted. In response, the government enacted a $586 billion stimulus package,
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channeling investments into infrastructure, housing, and employment through state-owned
enterprises. This approach not only cushioned the impact on domestic industries but also
showcased the strength of China’s centralized economic control.

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic presented unprecedented challenges. Yet, swift
containment measures, a thriving digital economy, and targeted financial support ensured a
rapid recovery. By leveraging its manufacturing base to stabilize global supply chains, China
underscored its role as a cornerstone of the global economy.

These crises reveal that China’s resilience is not a product of chance but of deliberate
policy choices rooted in the reforms of 1979. By maintaining strong state oversight, fostering
domestic demand, and prioritizing infrastructure development, China avoided the
boom-and-bust cycles that have plagued other economies. This capacity to thrive amid
global uncertainty underscores the depth and foresight of China’s economic strategy.

UPON reflection, | discerned one vital spark that kindled the engine of China's economic
ascent, propelling her toward unprecedented growth.

The Reform and Opening-Up policy introduced by Deng Xiaoping in 1979 marked a pivotal
moment in China’s modern history, laying the groundwork for its economic transformation.
Recognizing the inefficiencies of the centrally planned economy, the Chinese government
adopted market-oriented reforms to stimulate growth while maintaining state oversight.

A key aspect of these reforms was the decentralization of economic power, allowing
provinces and local governments to implement policies tailored to their regions. This flexibility
encouraged competition and innovation, which proved instrumental in fostering economic
growth. For example, by 1984, coastal cities like Shanghai and Guangzhou began
experimenting with foreign trade and investment, with noticeable results in GDP growth.

One of the most significant outcomes of these reforms was the establishment of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs). The first four SEZs—Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shantou, and
Xiamen—were launched as experimental zones to attract foreign direct investment (FDI)
through tax incentives, minimal regulation, and improved infrastructure. Shenzhen, in
particular, transformed from a small fishing village into a global technology hub within
decades. By 2020, Shenzhen’s GDP exceeded $430 billion, a testament to the effectiveness
of these policies.

Moreover, China’s accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001 solidified its
integration into the global economy. Between 2001 and 2010, China’s exports grew at an
average annual rate of 20%, helping it surpass Germany to become the world’s largest
exporter by 2009. This achievement was supported by reforms that streamlined trade
regulations and encouraged private sector participation in global trade.

The introduction of the Household Responsibility System in the agricultural sector further
exemplifies the success of these reforms. Farmers were allowed to lease land from
collectives and sell surplus produce in markets, resulting in a significant increase in
productivity. Grain output rose from 305 million tons in 1978 to 407 million tons by 1984,
reducing rural poverty and providing a stable foundation for broader economic growth.
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By dismantling rigid state controls, encouraging foreign investment, and gradually
integrating into the global economy, the reforms ignited the engine of China’s economic
development. These policies not only increased GDP growth, averaging nearly 10% annually
for four decades, but also lifted over 800 million people out of poverty—a feat unparalleled in
human history.

Chapter lll: Contradictions from the Society

China’s rise to global prominence has brought extraordinary advancements in its economy;,
military, and international influence. Yet, beneath this ascent lie societal contradictions that
reflect ongoing struggles with cultural identity and self-perception. On platforms like Weibo
and Douyin, trends such as the 'easy girl' phenomenon—criticizing Chinese women who
date foreign men—and lingering low self-esteem toward foreigners reveal deeper
insecurities, even as China asserts itself as a global superpower.

These contradictions highlight the psychological impact of historical humiliation and the
tensions between globalization and national pride. By examining these trends, this chapter
explores how social media magnifies the interplay between past and present, exposing the
complexities of a society navigating its newfound strength.

These societal contradictions, amplified by the rapid rise of social media, serve as both a
reflection and a magnifier of the tensions within modern Chinese society. Among these, two
prominent trends stand out. The first is the 'easy girl' phenomenon, a contentious discourse
critiquing women who pursue relationships with foreign men, igniting debates on national
pride and gender roles. The second is the enduring sense of cultural inferiority toward
foreigners, even as China’s global influence rivals that of the West. By examining these
trends, we gain insight into how social media reveals the complexities of national identity in
an era of unprecedented change.

1: Social Media as a Reflection of Societal Contradictions

In contemporary China, social media platforms like Weibo, Douyin (the Chinese counterpart
of TikTok), and Xiaohongshu (Red) have become integral to daily life, serving as both mirrors
and amplifiers of societal attitudes. These platforms provide spaces where cultural pride
coexists with deep-seated insecurities, revealing contradictions within the social fabric.

On one hand, there's a palpable sense of national pride, with users celebrating China's
advancements in technology, infrastructure, and international influence. On the other hand,
certain trends expose underlying tensions, particularly in perceptions of gender roles and
attitudes towards foreigners. The "easy girl" phenomenon is a pertinent example, highlighting
complex dynamics in societal values and self-perception.

2: The "Easy Girl" Phenomenon

The term "easy girl" has gained traction on Chinese social media as a derogatory label for
women perceived to be overly eager to form relationships with foreign men, often viewed as
of lower socioeconomic status. This trend has sparked significant controversy and debate
online.

Origins and Usage:
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The "easy girl" label is frequently employed in discussions criticizing Chinese women who
date or marry foreigners. Such women are often stigmatized, with assumptions that they are
betraying national pride or seeking personal gain. This discourse is prevalent on platforms
like Bilibili, a video-sharing site with a substantial youth user base.(2)

Societal Reactions:

This phenomenon has ignited polarized debates. Some netizens express strong nationalist
sentiments, condemning these women for allegedly devaluing Chinese culture and
succumbing to foreign allure. Others argue that such relationships are personal choices and
should not be subjected to public scrutiny or moral judgment.

3: Low Self-Esteem Towards Foreigners Despite National Power

Despite China's rapid ascent as a global superpower, a paradoxical trend persists:
segments of the population exhibit low self-esteem in relation to foreigners, often idealizing
Western lifestyles and undervaluing domestic achievements.

Manifestations:

- Consumer Preferences: There's a noticeable preference for foreign brands, perceived as
superior in quality and status, even when comparable domestic products are available.

« Cultural Idealization: Western beauty standards and lifestyles are often glorified, influencing
fashion, entertainment, and personal aspirations.

Contributing Factors:
« Historical Influence: The legacy of foreign invasions and colonialism has left psychological
imprints, leading to an internalized sense of inferiority in some individuals.(3)

+ Educational Emphasis: Historically, China's education system placed significant focus on
Western ideologies and languages, inadvertently elevating foreign cultures above indigenous
ones.

Social Media Dynamics:

Platforms like Weibo and Douyin serve as arenas where these attitudes are both challenged
and reinforced. Nationalistic content promoting Chinese achievements coexists with content
that idolizes foreign cultures, reflecting the ongoing internal conflict

4: Cultural Shifts and Emerging Pride
In response to these contradictions, there's a burgeoning movement aimed at reclaiming
and celebrating Chinese cultural identity.

Guochao Movement:

The "Guochao” (literally "national tide") trend epitomizes this cultural resurgence. It involves:
« Embracing Traditional Aesthetics: Incorporating traditional Chinese elements into modern
fashion and design.

+ Supporting Domestic Brands: A renewed interest in homegrown brands that blend cultural
heritage with contemporary appeal.
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- Promoting Indigenous Culture: Increased appreciation for Chinese art, music, and
literature, often showcased and popularized through social media.

Impact on Society:

This movement signifies a shift towards greater national self-confidence, particularly among
younger generations. It challenges the previously entrenched notion that foreign equals
superior and fosters a more balanced cultural self-perception.

Social Media's Role:

Platforms like Xiaohongshu have been instrumental in promoting Guochao, with influencers
and users sharing content that highlights traditional crafts, local fashion brands, and cultural
practices. This digital dissemination has amplified the movement's reach and impact.

In summary, the interplay of these social media trends reveals a complex tapestry of
societal contradictions in modern China. While the nation strides confidently on the global
stage, internal challenges persist in harmonizing national pride with individual self-perception.
The "easy girl" phenomenon and lingering low self-esteem towards foreigners underscore
the nuanced struggles within Chinese society. However, the rise of movements like Guochao
offers a promising path towards a more cohesive and confident cultural identity, suggesting a
society in the midst of redefining its place in the world and its understanding of self-worth.
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156 years: How Hong Kong came to be

An evaluation on the development of Hong Kong’s political system during British
colonial administration.
written by:CH

Foreword

For the greater part of history, Hong Kong was nothing more than just a series of
anonymous coastal and inland walled villages off the mouth of the Pearl River Delta.
While political turmoil and social instability swept the Central Plains, overseeing the
transition of power of numerous ancient Chinese dynasties; Hong Kong, on the other
hand, due to its isolated geographic position and lack of development, remained largely
unnamed and unmentioned in the chronology of Chinese and world history.

Little to no one realized, however, that such an unremarkable piece of territory would
eventually spring up to become a metropolis, a city of over 7.5 million residents, a
melting pot of Oriental and Western culture, and one of the leading financial centres of
East Asia. This, for the most part, was the result of an Empire’s ambitious expansion to
every corner of the globe.

By the early 19th century, the British Empire, half the world away from Asia, had been
eager to trade with the Qing Dynasty for products such as tea, silk, and porcelain[1];
Britain, however, failed to balance its amount of imports with exports, as China
demanded large amounts of silver, a commodity the British deemed impractical to come
by. Counterbalance in Sino-British trade came in the form of exports of opium grown in
India consequently.

A devastating impact would later reveal itself, as smoking addictions started developing
among the Chinese population, leading to a considerable amount of social and economic
disruption. Though the Imperial Government made efforts to illegalize opium trade
intermittently, failure became apparent as imports kept increasing due to smugglers and
colluding officials instead[2].

In 1834, the Daoguang Emperor charged General Governor Lin Zexu with ending the
opium trade. He did so by seizing all opium in Canton, and eventually had them
destroyed at Humen, close to Canton on the Pearl River Delta[3]. A British military
response, and a decisive victory would soon follow. This major military conflict, later
known historically as the First Opium War, was concluded by the Treaty of Nanking, the
first of a series of unequal treaties between Imperial China and the Western Powers[4].
Hong Kong Island, as well as neighboring islands, would be permanently ceded to
Britain. Over the course of several decades, British Hong Kong would expand, including
the Kowloon Peninsula(through the Second Opium War and the Treaty of Tientsin,
1858), and the New Territories(through the Convention for the Extension of Hong Kong
Territory, 1898, a lease expected to expire 99 years later) into its boundaries.
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Hong Kong’s political system is one that is evolutionary; a continuum dependent on its
ever-changing social structure, but also the geopolitical situations of its regional
neighbours, as well as the international community.

With the historical context on the colonization of Hong Kong briefly covered, this
essay would analyze the development of the Hong Kong political system during British
colonial administration, starting from 1841, the cease of Hong Kong Island, up until the
Transfer of Sovereignty in 1997.

Early Stage: 1841-1898

This period of the British colonial era is marked by its absence of political
representation. With a population whose ethnicity was(and still is)overwhelmingly
Chinese, that meant a challenge in terms of governance for the British minority. Take the
overall population of Hong Kong in 1861 (excluding the New Territories) as an example.
Of the 119,320 residents residing in the territory, 116,335, or over 90%, were
Chinese[5]. This meant the Governor, appointed directly by the central government in
London, had to appoint administrators and make decisions without input from the local
population. Chinese representation in government and politics remained a major issue
for the most part of the early period, as the political structure was largely in favour of
the British elite, and that the Governor exercised almost absolute authority over the
executive and legislative branches. All bills, including those passed by the Legislative
Council, needed consent from the Governor, which meant the Governor had the ultimate
veto power in all proposed bills in government[6]. Changes and amendments, however,
were present in the latter half of the era, as Ng Choy and Wong Shing(both of Chinese
ethnicity) became unofficial members of the Legislative Council. Amendments were
also made to the Letters Patent, stating that not only advice, but also consent was
required from the Legislative Council when enacting laws[7]. Nonetheless, this period
of colonial administration was characterized by its lack of political representation from
the Chinese majority.

Prior to WWII: 1899-1941

The first half of the 20th century oversaw an expansion in governance and local
integration, though limited and minor. While more measures were introduced to
integrate a small, elite faction of the Chinese population into the governing structure,
the Governor continued to wield significant authority, and that the Chinese elite mainly
focused on economic matters, rather than political ones.

Prominent colonial features continued to be present during this era. The Hong Kong
government would prioritize those of foreign origin into admission for occupations
regarding administration, including inspectors of police, jailors, and clerks of many
government institutions, while opportunities were rarely given to the Chinese[8].

61



This period also oversaw the overthrowing of the Qing Dynasty, the establishment of
the Republic of China, and thus, waves of nationalist movements throughout Hong Kong
and the Chinese mainland. The British were cautious in their approach to reform as a
result.

WWII and the Aftermath:

Hong Kong, along with many other European colonies in South East Asia, fell under the
attack and occupation from the Japanese Empire during WWIL It was until 1945, when
Japan surrendered to the Allied Powers, that Hong Kong, and many other territories
were liberated. British administration resumed in Hong Kong afterwards.

With the British economy in shambles due to large amounts of capital and resources
being spent on the war effort, the Empire could no longer hold on to its faraway
colonies. Waves of independence movement and nationalist fervour would go on to
sweep multiple regions in the coming decades, accelerating the pace of decolonization,
and the fall of the British Empire. Amidst the tides of anti-imperialist movements
around the globe, Mark Young, after resuming his position as Governor, made an attempt
on reforms in the Hong Kong political system by orders of the British Government in
London. He suggested reform that would “give(the Chinese majority) a fuller and more
responsible share in the management of their own affairs”[9]. According to the
constitutional reform proposal that would later be called the “Young Plan”, a Municipal
Council, constituted on a fully representative basis, would be established to “encourage
all communities in Hong Kong to a more active participation in the administration of the
territory”’[9]. This proposed plan, however, never took place, as there was opposition in
both the government and the top elites[10]. Moreover, fear of tensions(from the Foreign
Office) between the Hong Kong colonial government and the newly established
communist regime in Mainland China, and actions of retrocession of Hong Kong further
prevented the implementation of the “Young Plan[11]. Despite the failure of the radical
reform, this period signified a slightly obvious approach to an open government.

The 67 Riots: A turning point for Hong Kong:

The late 1940s to early 1950s is said to be the beginning of the Cold War, a series of
proxy wars between regional communist and capitalist powers under the influence of the
two global superpowers: The United States and the Soviet Union. While conflict shook
the Korean Peninsula and Vietnam; Hong Kong, under British rule, remained relatively
uninvolved in this global clash. Internal conflicts, on the other hand, began to escalate
due to rising tensions between the new communist regime in China, and the Nationalists
who fled to Taiwan, eventually causing the 1956 “Double Ten” Riots, a series of
bloodshed between local Nationalists and Communists supporters[12]. Another riot a
decade later, however, would be the turning point that altered the course of the
development of the Hong Kong political system.
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On May 1966, Mao Zedong, chairman of the Chinese Communist Party, initiated the
Cultural Revolution, an event some scholars speculated to be a criticism against sole
party officials with the likes of Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping for being “capitalist
roaders”, and an attempt to regain power in the party[13]. Labour unrests in Hong Kong,
coupled with the Cultural Revolution in Mainland China, became the cause to the
outbreak of the 67 Riots, leading to a series of anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist strikes
and violent clashes against the colonial government, led by local leftists groups,
newspapers and schools, with support from Beijing.

Through the events of 67 Riots, the colonial government, under the governorship of
David Trench and Murray MacLehose, found a radical reform on political and social
structure necessary in order to increase social cohesion, encourage the “Hongkonger”
identity, and restore confidence towards the colonial government. One major issue the
government had to tackle in order to do so was the corruption within government
institutions and disciplinary services. Although such issues were already apparent since
the early 1960s, countermeasures were not present in solving it. One major policy after
the riots that would continue to affect government institutions and the political system
in the present day was the establishment of ICAC, or Independent Commission Against
Corruption, an independent investigative agency directly reported to the Governor and
aimed to combat corruption. To enhance communication with local residents regarding
regional matters, an attempt on reforms on regional administration was made, in the
form of the introduction of the City District Officer Scheme, as “the first sign of
reaching out to the ordinary people" in Hong Kong society[14]. The City District
Officer Scheme would later be renamed to the more familiar “Home Affairs
Department” in 1971. The Department is responsible for the assistance in regional
administration, including elections of village representatives in the New Territories. The
Governorship of Murray MacLehose also oversaw the start of an increase in the number
of seats in the Legislative Council, from 26 in 1966, to 50 in 1973 and 56 in 1985,
although some scholars questioned the effect it had on the political development in
Hong Kong, commenting that members of the Executive and Legislative Council was
appointed by the Crown rather than through elections, and that Hong Kong had never
been a democratic entity during colonial administration[15]. Nevertheless,
developments in the political system can be clearly seen, and that radical reforms
implemented during this period would become the founding basis for an increase in
quality of life, political participation in the general public, and a rapid economic growth
that would possess a positive effect in Hong Kong society, even after 1997.

The Transition Period & the 1997 Transfer of Sovereignty:

In the 1980s, concerns started to spread regarding the future of Hong Kong, as the
lease of the New Territories was expected to expire in 1997(signed in 1898, leased for
99 years). Talks had been made between governments of the United Kingdom and the
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PRC about the Hong Kong problem, eventually leading up to the signing of the
Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984, which promised a high degree of autonomy, and
maintenance of its existing governing and economic systems under the ‘One Country,
Two Systems” policy for 50 years. During this period between the signing of the
Declaration and the Transfer of Sovereignty, historically called the “Transition Period”,
the colonial government took a radical approach to establish a representative democracy
system to allow more participation in Hong Kong politics by local Hongkongers, as a
way of reassurance to the public as Hong Kong approached the inevitable handover.

Hong Kong was to be divided into 18 districts, each with its own district council and
management committee. This would be the founding basis for the District Council,
founded in 1982. Over the course of a few years, elected seats would increase from
one-thirds to two-thirds in total. 1985 saw the first indirect election of the Legislative
Council, with 24 of the 56 seats elected through indirect means as well[16]. This was the
result of recommendations from “The Green Paper: The Further Development of
Representative Government in Hong Kong”, published in 1984.

One prominent figure in the development of the Hong Kong political system was
Christopher Patten, Governor of Hong Kong from 1992 to 1997, who proposed an
increase in directly elected seats in the Legislative Council. In the last election held in
1995, 20 seats were from geographical constituencies, the highest in record, while ex
officio and appointed seats were canceled[17]. This reform sparked retaliation from the
government in Beijing, who believed major changes were made without consent from
China through the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group([18].

For the most part of the transition process, both British and Chinese governments
resolved issues regarding the pace and steps of political reform in Hong Kong through
means of negotiation and communication, despite disagreements were present[19]. The
British government, however, wanting to accelerate the pace of reform on the whole,
encouraged Hong Kong’s local political groups into participation in government. Many
of Hong Kong’s political parties were established through stimulation from support of
the British government and direct elections of the Legislative Council, including the
United Democrats of Hong Kong, Liberal Democratic Federation of Hong Kong,
Federation for the Stability of Hong Kong and more. Other parties were founded amidst
the radical reforms promoted by Chris Patten, including pro-China parties, with the likes
of the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong(1992) and the Liberal
Party(1993), while democratic-leaning United Democrats of Hong Kong, Meeting
Point, and the Frontier(founded in 1996, merged into the Democratic Party later in
2008) merged into the Democratic Party. These parties engaged in fierce competition in
the years prior to 1997. In 1994, 178 of the 384 members(51.4%) in the District
Council possessed political party backgrounds, while 44 members in the Urban
Council(59 in total) were representatives of a political party, taking up 75.4%][20].
These results are a clear indication of the success of the implication of party politics in
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Hong Kong. Members of these political parties became active members in both councils
and government, and thus, largely influenced the directions of policy-making and
governance of the city, during the transition period and beyond 1997.

Conclusion:

Hong Kong has gone a long way in terms of political development. During the early
decades of British colonial administration, reforms in the political system seen in the
80s and 90s were impossible due to the low level of trust from the colonial government,
and since Hong Kong was of low economic and strategic importance to the wider British
Empire, politics of the elite remained the status quo for the greater part of the 19th, and
the first half of the 20th century. However, governments in both Hong Kong and London
realized development in the political system was inevitable, as policies had to be
adjusted according to contemporary social backgrounds, largely a result of the
ever-changing geopolitical situations in the regional(in China, etc.) and global
levels(Cold War, decolonization, etc.). Such radical changes were especially apparent as
the Transfer of Sovereignty, and the subsequent concerns on Hong Kong’s future came.
It was also mostly during the “transition period” when the modern Hong Kong political
system took shape. These developments during the 156-year British colonial era were
sole factors in shaping not only the political system, but also in other aspects such as
economic, social, and cultural, and ideological ones in contemporary Hong Kong
society. As turbulent, unstable situations swept Mainland China and other regions in East
Asia during the greater part of the 20th century, Hong Kong, on the other hand, was
spared from waves of political upheaval for most of the time. Its status as a British
colony meant that people from various regions flocked into the territory, mostly to flee
from conflicts and to seek refuge. Under administration from a power half the world
away, non-intervention in social and cultural aspects remained a prominent feature in
local governance by the British elite, as an attempt to show respect to local customs,
practices, and language, albeit its lack of political representation. Nevertheless, its
characteristics and gradual political development was a key factor in the making of Hong
Kong’s unique culture, one that is a mixture of East and West, with a slice of Cantonese
characteristics, and one that is significantly distinct from that of Mainland China, and the
rest of East Asia. Hong Kong would also not have been one of the leading financial
centres of East Asia, the modern example of economic development, and a city of
cultural innovation had it not been for these gradual developments in the political
system.
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